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BOASTING OF SECRET PRAYER. 


A Mr. T , late of Brookline, has, it seems, 
recently gone over from the Unitarian to the 
Orthodex party; and, at u-- ~seaction of some 
of his new friends, published a Letter to a min- 
ister of the former denomination. In this, he 
states the pretended reasons for his change of 


sentiment, and for his preference of the orthodox 
to the liberal body of professors. One of those 
reasons is the following: 


“Prayer. Itis conceded by many Unitarians, 
that the other sect are more observant of pray- 
er; but they say, ‘ Our Saviour reproved the 
Pharisees for their long and ostentatious pray- 
ers, and Unitarians may, and probably do, ex- 
ceed the other denomination in less equivocal 
evidences of the religious character.’ — Still, 
does any Christian equal our Saviour in his 
devotional exercises? Can any man be a Chris- 
tian, who does not pray, and take a delight in 
prayer? Llamcredibly informed, that there are 
whole societies of Unitarians, which do not con- 
tain a single family, (the minister’s excepted) 
where family prayers are observed; and I have 
reason to believe, that secret devotion is very 
far from being practiced, regularly, and fervent- 
ly, by the professors of religion in this denomi- 
nation, . The contrary is the case with the Or- 
thodox;--Now, although prayer alone, though 
ever so regular, does not afford. evidence of 
' ehristian character, neither the example of our 
Saviour, his apostles, or the pious of any age, 
justify us in awarding it to any, who neglect 
prayer, or perform it negligently.” 

The Unitarian minister, to whom this letter 
was addressed, has published a Reply; and, in 
reference to the above paragraph, has made 
these pertinent remarks: 


‘It is impossible to read this passage without the 
deepest amazement, Again and again have I asked 
myself, how is it possible for a human being, having 
the head and the heart of a man, to pen such senten- 
cesas these? Isit possible that this can be the actual 
fanguage of a man whom I have known, and known 
to possess estimable qualities! He ventures to say 
that he has been crEpIBLY INFORMED, that there 
are whole societies of Unitarians in which family pray- 
eris not observed, except in the minister’s house! No 
Zaan can be credibly informed of such a fact. Prayer 
may be observed in many families for years, and yet 
not the nearest neighbors know of it. It is not neces- 
sary that the master of the house or its inmates should 
tell of it; or if they did, it does not necessarily follow 
that it would come to the ear of him who gave the 
* credible’ information. me 

But a more astonishing sentence follows. ‘I have 
reason to believe that secret devotion is very far from 
being practiccd, regularly and fervently, by this de- 
nomination.’? What reason for this belief can there 
be, sufficient to warrant this most extraordinary state- 
ment? To whose closet has he had admittance? Whose 
secret hours has he attended?, Does he think it neces- 
sary that a man should come out and proclaim his pray- 
ers?, And if not, is it to be inferred that he has neg- 
fected them? This gentleman never informed me of 
his private devotions. Am I justified in concluding 
that he did not practice them? 

‘But as if this were not enough, he adds—The con- 
trary is the case with the Orthodox.’? Unitarians do 
mot pray secrerzy, and the Orthodox do! Does he 
mean to have it inferred, that they are accustomed to 


pd 
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announce publicly the private devotions? We cannot 
think it possible; and ys how otherwise is he author- 
ized to speak thus? It tht. be their custom, then they 
may learn wisdom from the 1.5]y of a lady to a minister 
who inquired if she practiced ocyet prayer; It would 
not be secretif I should tell Y% of tt. 

One might suppose that this juazpent upon the hid- 
den employment of men’s private houts;.yould be suf- 
ficient. But it is immediately made the founaaciv.. o¢ 
a deliberate argument, by which Unitariins are denied 
the name of Christians. ‘*Now, althoug} prayer alone, 
though ever so regular, does not affojd evidence of 
christian character, neither the example )f our Saviour, 
his apostles, or the pious of any age, justfy us in award- 
ing it to any, who neglect prayer, or perform it negli- 
gently.’? Hence the christian character is not to be 
awarded to the Unitarians, for, according to this wri- 
ter, they neglect the duty specified. Probably he did 
not intend to draw exactly this inference; for 1 do not 
believe that he would deny his former associztes to be 
Christians; yet it is an unavoidable consequence from 
the ground which he has assumed.’ 


We recollect an instance, somewhat like the 
foregoing, which is recorded in the gospel of 
St. Luke y. where it is said that the Scribes 
and Pharisees asked Jesus, Why ds the disci- 
ples of John fast often and make prayers, and like- 
wise the disciples of the Pharisees; ut thine eat 
and drink? 
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RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY. 


The controversy which now discovers itself 
in this City between those styled Orthodox, on 
the one hand, and those called Unitarians on 
the other, seems to tend directly to bring their 
long running accounts to a close, and to a bal- 
ance. 

Mr. Tappan’s letter contends that the Unita- 
rians are impious: that they do not practice 
secret devotions, &c. and in other respects are 
far from that purity and goodness which he has 
discovered among the orthodox, and which has 


{melined his pious soul to unite with them.— 


Several who have written in reply, have en- 
deavored to maintain the good character of the 


Unitarian religion, by giving it a rank at least 


as elevated as that occupied by their adver- 
saries. 

The amount of the whole controversy is this: 
One party says; ‘‘The temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord are we.” The other, with 
as much confidence, exclaim; ‘Stand by thy- 
self, come not nigh us, for we are more holy 
than ye.” 

It seems that these contentions are not very 
dissimilar to those which were reproved by the 
Saviour, who said ‘to his striving disciples; 
“Except ye be converted, and become as this 
little child, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of God.” H. B. 


Removal.—Br. W. S. Bell, we understand, 
has removed from Washington, N. H.to Spring- 
field, Vt. May the Lord bless him and the 
people with whom he is connected. 

Christ. Reposiiory. 

Christian Repository.—This work goes into 
the hands of the former Editor, 8S. C. Love- 
land, at the commencement of the next vol- 
ume.—ibid, 
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TO RUSSELL CANFIELD, EDITOR OF THE 
HARTFORD RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, 


Dear Sir,—I perceive by an “advertisement,” 
which you have prefixed to my sermon on the 
New-Birth, that you are unacquainted with my 


views of baptism. You say you will so far 
presume on my candor, as to state an objec- 


tion to one sentiment which I have advanced 
respecting ‘water baptism.” You say, ‘Water 
can neither cleanse nor renew the spirit of 
man,” &c. I never believed or inculcated the 
idea that water could either cleanse or renew the 
spwit. I never believed it was “‘the putting a- 
way the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God.”? Some Christians 
have believed that water baptism was itself the 
new birth; but it was originally a figure which 
represented the cleansing of the heart or mind, 
by the gospel, from the Jewish superstitions ° 
and heathen idolatries. The washing of the 
body with pure water was known to cleanse or 
purify it; and was chosen as the best possible 
figure to represent the effects of gospel truth 
when applied to the contaminated conscience 
of a Jew or Heathen. That the apostles did 
not esteem water baptism of any great impor- 
tance, I readily admit; but still they and all 
the primitive christians practiced it. I do not 
now recollect any instance on record, either in 
the Scriptures or in Church-history, where they 
called it in question. The first object, I grant, 
of the early Christians seems to have been to 
proselyte the Jews and Gentiles to Christianity. 
It would be useless to mention the multitude 
of instances on record of their practicing water 
baptism. If baptism be a carnal- ordinance, 
and belong to the ‘“‘diverse washing,” of which 
the apostle speaks, why did he practice it?— 
Why, in most instances, where the apostles 
made converts, are the historians careful to 
mention the. circumstance of their being bap- 
tised? as for instance, the case of the eunuch, 
the jailor and his household, the inultitude of 
converts made on the day of Pentecost, &c. 

“Except a man,” said Christ, “be born of 
water and of the spirit he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.” The kingdom of God spok- 
en of here, I understand to be the Christian 
Church. By being born of water, I under- 
stand an introduction into the visible Church, 
or congregation of believers; and by being 
born of the spirit, I understand a change of 
heart as explained in my sermon. I confess 
that I have sometimes had doubts, as to the 
propriety of baptizing the children of Christian 
parents; but I believe I should be following the 
example of the apostles, if Jews or Heathens 
were converted to the gospel, in baptizing both 
parents and children. 

Nothing, however,but divine truth can cleanse 
the spirit. Andthough some ordinances have 
been practiced by believers in all ages, I would 
not lay any stress on any of them, or consider 
them among the essential requirements of the 
gospe]. All that is absolutely necessary is to 
love God with the whole heart, and do by our 
neighbor as we would have him do by us. 

Yours sincerely. E. C., Ja. 


From the (Woodstock, Vt.) Christian Repository. 
QUARTERLY ASSOCIATION AT CRAFTSBURY. 


A number of Universalist ministers of the 
atate of Vermont, assembled at Craftsbury on 
the 3d Wednesday of Jan. last, for the purpose 
of holding a religious meeting, which had been 
previously requested by the brethren in that 
place. The ministers were received = en- 
tertained in the most friendly manner, by our 
much respected brother, Col. Joseph Scott. 
All the brethren in Craftsbury, and many from| 
adjacent towns, gave us the most friendly salu- 
tations. Though this meeting was appointed 
but for one day, yet, from the request of our 
friends, it was continued two days. There 
were five discourses delivered an tha aneacion. 
Wednesday, A. ¥1. Br. Charles Spear, text, 1 
Tim. iv. 9,10. P.M. Br. John E. Palmer, 
text, Rom. xv. 13. Evening, Br. Ezekiel 
Vose, text, Matt. xiv. 27. Thursday, A. M. 
Br, Robert Bartlett, text, Luke xii. 23—25. 
P. M. Br. John Moore, text, 2 Cor. iv. 1, 2. 
Our meetings were well attended; the aged 
and the young appeared serious and_ attentive | 
during the services, and we*believe it can be} 
said with propriety, there was much good done 
in the name of the Lord,. This Quarterly As- 
sociation is adjourned to meet by divine per- 
mission, at Barre, on the 3d Wednesday of 
June next. The ministers who attended this 
meeting, were Brs. Palmer, Spear, Moore, 
Browning, Vose, Coburn and Bartlett. 


EPISTLE. 

To all unto whom this letter may come; and to 
as many as the Lord Jesus has redeemed: Grace, 
mercy and peace be with you forever. 

Dearty BeELoveD BRETHREN,—Though our 
quarterly meeting was not organized to do any 
public business ia relation to our societies, yet 
we conceive it both proper and right to send 
forth into the world this short letter expressive 
of our views and feelings. We say, we have 
once more enjoyed a religious meeting. The 
evidence we have of this, is, our hearts were 
knit together in love. ‘‘Love is the fulfilling of 
the law.” God, our heavenly Father, has re- 
vealed his love insuch a manner that we are 
constrained to love him. “God is love, and 
he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.” “We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the breth- 
ren.” Christians must and will forever love 
‘each other. And this love of God makes us so 
happy, that we ardently desixe all the human 
family to receive and enjoy it. And as God 
has promised “to make a feast of fat things 
unto all people,”? so may we be instruments in 
his hand, in the present time, to commend his 
love and goodness to all our brethren in every 
place. 

_ Finally, brethren, be strong in the Lord, and 
in the spirit of divine love may you press for- 
ward to the kingdom of everlasting blessedness. 
Amen. Done by request of the meeting. 

R, Barrerr. 


EXTACTS FROM THE FRIEND OF PEACE, 
(Concluded fom page 148.) 

Suppose, for a moment, that our country 
should relinquish the maxim on which it has 
always practiced, and which all nations have 
regarded as indispensable to their security— 
‘hatin peace preparation must be made for war,— 
that instead of appropriating annually nearly 
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$10,000,000 for war-like purposes, and sacri- 
ficing $10,000,000 by village trainings and re- 
views, with the incalculable loss of industrious 
habits, and in many instances the ruin of char- 
acter —, which such establishmexts nec- 
essarily produce;—that instead of all this, it 
should assume the attitude of peacr; and devote 
its resources to internal impro’ement, and to 
the literary and moral welfare 4 Its inhabitants; 
and in all its intercourse wit} foreign countries, 
it should cease to exhibit the proud spirit of 
revenge, showing no pabitious intention, no 
desire of unjust aggra-dizement, attracting the 
eyes of the world toa example of a nation do- 
ing unto others agit would have them do unto 
itself, Wortt, think: you, by such an afti- 
tude aud sucha spirit invite offence and pro- 
voke attack? Would our commerce be de- 
stroyed, ard would ships of war darken our 
coasts, pouring forth their legions to burn our 
cities and plunder our villages. Rather would 
not the kingdoms of Europe admire our con- 
duct, look up with astonishment to that height 
of political excellence, which we had attained, | 
and determine that-we should not long remain 
alone tie sole object of the love and reverence 
of a gazing world? Yes, they would envy 
more ou; goodness and our peaceful pursuits, 
and desire more earnestly to imitate them, than 
they now do the weight of our influence, and 
the mightof ourarms. Butif any should doubt 
that admivation and love would then be awak- 
ened, andshould say, that by such a position 
we shouldexpose ourselves to something be- 
sides profcund respect and sincere friendship, 
let them -emember, there is now a little of 
principle among Christian nations in their con- 
duct towarcs one another; that national usage 
is already sufliciently refined to forbid one 
country to ettack another without some suppos- 
ed justifiable pretence; but in the case proposed, 
no possible pretence couid be urged, no possible 


provocation could be given, and therefore no 
people would hazard their reputation and their 
existence by attacking us, who are treating 
them only with friendship and kindness. 

O! how glorious to set this example before 
the kingdoms of the earth! Who, that is ambi- 
tious, may not indulge his largest» wish in the 
accomplishment of so noble an object? Who 
that loves his country, will not do the utmost to 
elevate her so far above what the world has 
yet seen? © The foremost man in this cause who 
has powerful energies and devotes himself to 
teach the people and convince the rulers, that 
this is the course, the only course of greatness 
and glory, might justly receive the praises of 
every tongue, and the affection of every heart. 
Washington! thy name would not be sullied, 
yet it would not stand alone on the immortal 
record, Another name would be there, bright 
and venerable as thy own. 

Though we may despair of our country’s 
rising to so noble a pre-eminence, yet it is en- 
couraging to witness a more pacific spirit a- 
mong the nations of Christendom: than has 
heretofore been exhibited. ‘The sword is not 
now their first and only resort when a dispute 
arises. ‘They are beginning to see more than 
they once did, that national altercations can be 
settled by peaceful negociatian or disinterested 
reference, almost as well as diflerences among 
neighbors. It would be arrogant to say that 
Peace Societies have effected all this change. 
Yet it must be ascribed to the enlightening of 
public sentiment, and to the adoption of juster 
political views, It is not indeed a new thing to 
refer national disputes to a chosen arbitration. 
But it is a new thing thus to refer thein for the 


purpose of preventing bloody e¢fiicts. Tho 


states of Greece had a tribunal/here difficul- 
ties between them might be settled. But it 
was not created so much to pevent their fight- 
ing with each other, as to mae them fight ac~ 
cording to their established /ules of warlare.— 
Edward of England was jivited to decide re~ 
specting the civil tumults/in Scotland, and he 
improved the occasion bring that bleeding 
country under his power. In past ages there 
has been no opportuaity, if there had been a 
desire, to settle national disputes as they can 
now be settled. -A powerful sovereign was 
ambitious to extend his power, and asking his 
advice was but asking his servitude. Now 
Noavigatios in wu turproved, and comulerce Is SO 
extended, intercourse of all kinds has become 
so rapid and common, that the different coun- 
tries, in the civilized world, know each other, 
almost as intimately as if they were only differ- 
ent families ina village. They are ready now 
more than they ever were before, for instruction 
with respect to what is their true policy and 
their permanent interest. They are called 
civilized, yet they cannot be completely so, till 
they throw away every relic of barbarism, any 
more than they can be Christians till they 
cease to practice whatever the gospel forbids, 
Conflictsof death are the business of barbarism, 
not of civilized man. A few ages back in the 
most refined nation in the world, a man was 
not considered safe without a sword to defend 
the right of walking on the earth; and a few a- 


ges further still a family could not live, as it , 


thought, without making its house a citadel and 
showing a hostile intent towards every other 
family. Who will say that imprisonment must 
stop where it now is; satisfied that it has made 
a house to stand without a draw-bridge and 
armed centinels, and has suffered a .man to 
breathe the pure air without a sword to prevent 
the danger? Civilization, based as it 1s on the 
gospel, has but to advance but a little further, 
and it will demolish the fortifications and arse- 
nals of nations, as it has already demolished 
the portcullises and castles of individuals. 

It is but a little while since the burbarous 
practice of destroying private property on land 
was allowed in war. Now it begins to be 
questioned whether, even by the directors of 
national cancerns, whether privateering, and 
the destruction of private property on the seas, 
are not inconsistent with the improved systems 
of warfare. This Country and England could 
refer a recent difficulty, as great and as inters 
esting as the one which involved them in their 
last conflict to. Russia for adjustment. And 
both parties were satished with the decision.— 
Had they been so jealous and as revengeful as 
they once were, the storms of war would have 
again burst upon us; and our resources would 
have been exhausted, and blood would have 
been poured forth like water. Let them, and 
let all other nations go on to refine and im- 
prove; let the ambitious be taught that military 
glory is but a phamtom, and the people cease 
to bling their richest offering to successful he- 
roism; let the press utier facts to alarm and 
truths to enlighten; let all feel that,the throw- 
ing away of life is unnecessary and prodigal; 
and will not great men and rulers choose the 
ways of pleasantness and peace? Will not 
cabinets see and people know, that it is not for 
their interest to sacrifice half their lives and 
half their property on account of a disagree- 
ment which becomes the more difficult by such 
attempts at settling, or to revenge an insult, 
which is thus ten thousand times repeated 
rather than atoned?” 


be —yeeca tania ceausoadst Abn eon nedealietar adel aenes 


— te. 


ee 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


REV. DR, BEECHER, 


_ Messrs. Editors,—Being in the city of Bos- 
ton, and hearing that the Rey. Dr. Beecher 
was about to undertake the experiment of prov- 
ing that distinguishing doctrine of grace, called 
endless miscry, I.went to hear him. It was 
on the evening of the 24th inst. I had heard 
muck of this Rev. Gentleman, but, whether be- 
cause the half was not told me, or because too 
much had been told, I never was more disap- 
pointed im my life. My eyes and my ears 
were open to see and to hear a most eloquent 
orator and profound reasoner; but what was my 
surprise when one of the dullest, most unin- 
teresting and sophistical public speakers I ever 
heard, labored :before a large, crowded aud- 
ience, through a long discourse. Dr. B., ap- 
pe for form’s sake, named atext. It was 

at. xxv. 46. ‘“Phese shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment,’? &c. After naming this 
text, it was dropped, and I do not recollect 
that it was mentioned again. Ifit was repeat- 
ed at all, it was in company with the other pas- 
sages of scripture which are usually adduced 
for such purposes, Neither this nor any other 
text made use of was explained, and although 
they were applied with great freedom to the 
misery of mankind in a future state of exist- 
ence, yet not a single argument was used to 
show that they were properly so applied. The 
text, “He that sheddeth man’s blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed,’ as much proves the 
endless misery of mankind in a world of spirits, 
as any passage of scripture adduced by the 
Dr., on his latitudinarian principle of applica- 
tion. I did hope, when [ went to the meeting, 
that so great a man as he is reputed to be, 
would be found possessed of so much com- 
mon. sense, and common fairness, as to feel 
himself obliged to prove that texts of scripture, 
used to prove any proposition, were applicable 
to that proposition. But nothing of this did 
Dr. B..condescend to do. 

The ground taken by the Dr., wasthis, That 
what is called future and endless punishment, 
is not punishment, inthe common acceptation of 
the term, but a constant succession of misery, 
to a constant succession of sinful acts. He 
said the supposition that God would actually 
inflict endless suffering, for the deeds of this 
short life, was manifestly absurd, and present- 
ed God, as many had contended, in the light of 
an odious terrific monster—or to this effect.— 
What do you say to that, old fashioned ortho- 
doxy? Now it will be obvious, to any tolerable 
understanding, that the doctor’s system, thus 
laid out, required this much to support it— 
First, that‘man can be fallible and immortal, 
at one and the same time. Second, that, be- 
ing fallible and immortal, in the future world, 
he will be placed in such circumstances as to 
be capable ofsinning. Third, that those scrip- 
tures, which prove the existence of sin and 
misery, apply to man in that fallible and im- 
mortal state. As tothe first, we had nothing 
but this bare assertion from the doctor, viz. 
Man, as a sinner, is immortal; an assertion, 
than which, [I venture to say, nothing was 
‘ever more absurd, and contrary to scripture. 
Let doctor B. show the consistency of sin with 

immortality, and I for one, will abandon, not 
only my pretensions to a belief in Universal 
Salvation, but to any capacity for comprehend- 
ing the simplest subject. We are now sinful 
and mortal; and St. Paul says, we shall be 
changed, when we put on immortality. Where- 
es. if we remain sinful, when we shall have put 
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on immortality, we shall not-be changed. But 
it will be in;season to argue the case, when Dr. 
B. shall have adduced his proofs of the posi- 
tion. 5 : 

As to the second proposition, viz. that man, 
being fallible and immortal ina future world, 
will be placed in such circumstances as to be 
capable of sinning, Dr. B. should have shown, 
that, as in this world, temptations will beset the 


wicked on every side; for his argument was, |” 


that as a series of sins and sufferings is estab- 
lished here, it follows that the same series will 
continue there, it is evident that it would re- 
quire the continuance of the same causes which 
here operate to induce that series. Nowa 
man would not be a thief, or a drunkard, in 
this world, if there were not property belong- 
ing to others to tempt him to steal, nor ardent 
spirits to tempt him to drink; for no man was 
ever tempted by that which never was pre- 
sented to his senses. The series of sins ‘and 
sufferings, therefore, which the doctor suppos- 
es will obtain in the other world, requires,the 
existence, there, of things which-a thief would 
desire to steal, and the drunkard desire to 
drink. But what can there exist which athief 
would desire to steal? Any thing in heaven? 
There is nothing there but what is holy; and 
no thief ever desired to obtain any thing of| 
that kind? Any thing in hell? There is noth- 
ing there but fire and brimstone, or despair and 
agony. What a singular taste must any thief| 
possess which will lead him to covet these! | 
Well, there is nothing, I suppose, in the other 
world, but what is contained in heaven or hell; 
and ifthere is nothing there that a thief can covet, | 
then no.cause of that sin exists in that world. 
As to the drunkard, [ imagine he will be in as 
much difficulty to get a sight of his darling bot- 
tle, as the thief of the appropriate object of his 
desire. But I think the Dr. suggested that the 
sinful appetites of the wicked would continue, 
in the other world, without the ability to grati- 
fy them, and that this would be one source of 
misery. But, besides that, this is a gratuitous 
supposition, it is contrary to the operation of 
that chain of causes and effects, which obtains 
in this world; for here the appetite #s destroyed 
by the failure of the means of gratification.— 
This is so true, that our penitentiary systems 
are established upon it as their basis. 

The third proposition, that Dr B. should 
have established, is, that those scriptures which 
prove sin and misery, apply to man ina fallible, 
and yet immortal, state.’ ‘This, I have already 
said, Dr. B. never attempted. I now say he 
never will attempt it—successfully. There is 
no scripture which connects sin and suffering | 
with immortality, but much of an opposite kind. 
But Dr. B., on the proposition which had noth-_ 


was the proof of Endless Misery; and such the | 
wonderful sayings of the great Dr. Beecher. 
J. Brooks, 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 


BY HIS EXCELLENCY 


LEVI LINCOLN, 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
A PROCLAMATION, 

For a Day of Fasting and Prayer. 


It is suited to the sentiments and habits of a 
Christian People that occasional seasons should 
be unitedly observed, in humble acknowledge- 
ment of dependence upon Divine Providence, 
in humiliation for sin, and in supplication to 
God for Pardon and future Blessing. 

With the advice and consent of the Execu- 
tive Council, I therefore appoint THURSDAY, 
the third day of April next, for these solemn 
services, in Fastine and Prayer, throughout 
this Commonwealth. And I recommend to the 
People, that, with one accord, abstaining from 
amusement and unnecessary labor, on that day 
they assemble with their respective Pastors and 
Teachers, in the Houses dedicated to Publie 
Worship, and offer, to the throne of Infinite 
Mercy, the incense of Hearts contrite for the 
defects and transgressions of past time, and re- 
ligiously resolved upon duty and faithfulness 
in the improvement of the future. That they 
commend, in their devotions, the Country and 
its Government, the Commonwealth and its In- 
stitutions, the spread of a kswledge of the 
Gospel, and the cause of earning, the in- 
fluence of a sense of moral accountability, the 
laudable pursuits and true interests of the peo- 
ple, to the favor of Heaven;—dAnd that, indi- 
vidually, they seek that hope of salvation which 
comes of the goodness of God, by faith in his 
Son, and obedience to the law of his revealed 
Will. 

Given at the Council Chamber, in Boston, 
this twenty-sixth day of Febuary, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hund- 
red and twenty-eight, and of the Indepen-- 
dence of the United States the fifty- 
second. Levi Lincox. 

By His Excellency the Governor, with the 
advice and consent of the Council. 

Epwarp D. Banas, Secretary. 

God save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


” were inserted on the re 


The Mawacts from “The Friend of Peace, 
quest of our Correspondent; but we are, by no means, convinced of the 


trath of the sentiments.—Kaitors. 


KENRICK’S EXPOSITION. 
A writer in the last Christian Register, over 
the signature of “S. G.” says, that proposals 
have been issued in Boston for the republication 


z é | Hea Tea i aps > PS Eat PR Sah 
Ing but his own word to support it, went on to | of ‘Ben ich?s Exposition of the Hisioi ical writings 
yy, 5 ”? Mr it@ rick ha 
Testament. Mr. Kenrick was a 


build up seven other propositions, which so | of the Netw stam Mit ie 

perfectly accorded in support of each other, distinguished English Unitarian, and like most 
that the Dr. exclaimed in surprise, ‘‘Is it possi- | of his brethren un England, a bleu in a 
ble but a doctrine should be true, in support of, final salvation of all men. eae G.”” speaks 
which s0 many propositions concur!” and well of the work and hopes it will be repub- 
thus he proved endless misery! One idea lished, but—can the reader believe it?—he re- 


which the Dr. advanced, was peculiarly cu- commends that those parts of the Exposition 
rious. It was that man would remain a free-| 
agent in the other world, and though if he went 
to hell he could never get out of it, yet he, 
could as well stop sinning (which would be the, 
whole cause of his suffering) ifhe would, as he, 
can in this world! He also said, that man 
could not be saved but by means of the gospel; | 
that none could have the gospel but in this, 
world; and yet, take notice! that the wicked in | 
hell could be saved, being free-agents! Such, 
was the refutation of Universal Salvation; such | 


be omitted in which the author speaks of his 
views of ‘the duration of future punishment” 
and “his disbelief of eternal sufferings.”! At 
least he considers that the author has made 
these subjects “‘unneccessarily prominent,” and 
therefore expresses his hope that “proper @d- 
ditions may be made, and the (to hun] objectiona- 
ble passages be amended!” Is this honest? 
Can any thing be gained to the cause of truth 
by so mutilating an author as to make him say 
what he did not mean, and to expunge from 
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tant parts of them? Certainly we were not 
prepared to expect such a suggestion from any 
writer for so fair and respectable a paper as 
the Christian Register. 
We hope the Exposition will be republish- 
ed, but trust the American publisher will not 
follow the very singular—not to say dishonest 
advice of “S. G.” If reprinted, let it be pub- 
lished as it is, that the public may have all the 
light which Mr. K. has furnished.—Deeds of 
darkness and deception are unbecoming the 
cause. of rational christianity. — Christ Inlel. 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


“Letrers on Revivats.”’ 


A small work, under this title, consisting of 
seven letters, has lately been published in Bos- 
ton; and we would heartily recommend it to the 
attention of our readers, as a clear and full 
exposure of the nature, causes, and operations 
of our American Revivals. These letters are 
written hy the author, under the assumed char- 
acter of an English Traveller, and addressed 
to his friend in England; and he avails himself 
of this circumstance to enter minutely into all 
the particulars of our religious excitements, 
which might be supposed interesting to a stran- 
ger anda foreigner. We subjoin some of the 
descriptions and reflections. 


“Once, in two, three or five years, then, it 
is common for,2 township, a village, or some 
portion (i. e. sole congregation or congrega- 
tions) of a city, to béthrown into a great ex- 
citement about religion’. The intervals are 
comparatively, and I am aiieid, from what I 
can learn, actually seasons of grea religious in- 
difference. This seems in fact to be consid- 
ered as a matter of course. It is often in con- 
versation assumed as a fact, and stated as an 
apology. ‘ We have had a great Revival here,’ 
many, both of the clergy and the laity have 
said to me in answer to an inquiry into the 
state of religion among them—‘ We have had 
a great Revival here, and there is always a 
season of coldness afterwards.’ This is stated 
indeed with rather a mourful and self-accusing 
air, but still as a matter of course, and those 
who offer the apology seem to be glad that the 
ease is no worse. with them than with their 
neighbors.****#4**No sooner does the first ac- 
cess of this spiritual influence appear, than the 
minister and the most zealous members .of his 
church arouse themselves. They appoint 
meetings for prayer and exhortation to be held 
commonly as often as every evening in the 
week. Sometimes, the assemblings take place 
early inthe morning. The very singularity of 
these arrangements arrests attention. People 
crowd to the meetings, at first, perhaps as much 
from curiosity as any other impulse. You 
would be apt to think, were you in some of the 
villages here, that the business of society is to 
“go to meeting,’ and the individuals most inter- 
ested, do often in fact, give up all other busi- 
ness.—Some even of the most thoughtless, and 
indeed it is most likely to be they, will in the 
ordinary course of things, come to be deeply 
impressed with what is passing around them. 
They are addressed by their preachers, with 
the most terrific warnings, or in the most mourn- 
ful accents of pity and lamentation. Their 
christian friends perhaps take them by the 
hand, and, in new and unaccustomed tones, 
beseech them to flee from the wrath to come. 
The slumbering conscience perhaps, is arous- 
ed to do its too much, and too long forgotton 
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his writings what he considered the most impor-| office, At any rate, the imagination and feel- 


last long. From the very excess and violence 


of these emotions, there is at length developed | rp; 


a gentler feeling. And I have often suspected 
that this bare physical emotion has in many 
cases been mistaken for a real, spiritual change 
of views and sentiments. In many cases, too, 
even of this very brief experience, I have no 
doubt, there is a real, though I could scarcely 
admit, that it is a radical change. When men 
have long been taught, erroneously as I believe, 
that their whole nature is opposed to God and 
religion, and have found, on having their minds 
fixedly bent to these great objects, that they 
really are capable of loving them, they have 
felt as if it was anew revelation to them.— 
Their feelings, of course, pass through a very 
great change, which they not unnaturally liken 
toa ‘new creation.’ They probably take it 
indeed, for more than it is. It is not a reno- 
vation, but an era. They feel, and this is 
their language, that ‘old things have passed 
away, and that all things have become new,” 
but it is not so much in the habits or even the 
dispositions of their minds, as in the new ob- 
jects which have been brought distinctly and 
vividly before their minds, ; 

These of course—whether their experience 
is merely physical, or whether it arises from a 
new attitude and posture of the mind—are the 
‘ Converts,’ and when this change has passed 
upon them, they become very important coad- 
jutors in ‘the work.’ They go about warning 
and exhorting their former companions, de- 
scribing their joys, avowing their resolutions, 
and beseeching others to follow them, Those 
who have not attained to this change, and yet 
are seeking for it, are usually denominated 
‘the anxious.’ So that the whole community 
is divided into the three classes of the converts, 
the anxious, and the unconcerned. Many 
meetings are appointed for these different de- 
scriptions of persons.”’ 

(To be concluded in eur next.) 


The following beautiful Hymn composed by Charles 
Sprague. Esq..was sung at the late Dedication ofa 
new Unitarian Church in this city.- 


DEDICATION HYMN. 


God of wisdom, God of might, 
Father! dearest name of all, 
Bow thy throne and bless our rite; 
Tis thy children on thee call. 
Glorious one! Jook down from heaven, 
Warm each heart and wake each vow, 
Unto thee this House is given;— 
With thy presence fill it now. 


Fill it now! on every soul 
Shed the incense of thy grace, 
While our anthem-echoes roll 
Round the consecrated place; 
While thy holy page we read, ~ 
While the prayers thou lov’st ascend, 
While thy cause thy servants plead, 
Fill this House, our God, our Friend. 


Fill it now:—O fill it long! 
So when death shall call us home, 
Still to Thee, in many a throng, 
May our children’s children come. 


‘| Make this place to them the gate, 


'By a Member of the Bar. Price 17 cents. 


Blot their sins, their sorrows dry; 


Leading to thy courts on high. ° 


There, when time shall be no more, 
When the feuds of earth are past, 
May the tribes of every shore 
Congregate in peace at last. 
Then to Thee, thou one all wise, 
Shall the gathered millions sing, 
ll the arches of the skies 
With their hallelujahs ring. 
i 
SELECTED, 
From Kennedy’s “Fitful Fancies ” i: 
MY MOTHER. j “ 


| At last, O my mother! thou sleepest? 

At last, thy poor heart is still, 

No longer, dear mother, thou keepest 
A watch in a world of ill, 

Though I feel of all love forsaken, 
When thine is no longer near; 

Yet I thank my God, who has taken 
Thee hence, and I shed no tear. 


I smile with a sorrowful gladness, 
While I think thou never more 
Shalt drink from the black cup of sadness, 
Which through thy whole life ran o’er, 
When a hard lot pressed severest, 4 
O little had been my care, : Ae 
Had I known that thou best and dearest! — 
Didst a lighter portion share. 


But as there was ne’er another 
On earth more gentle and kind, 
So none, my own dove-hearted mother! 
Did a heavier burden find. 
Yet it woke no voice of complaining, _ 
Nor changed thy passionless air, 
At a time, when to image thy paining, 
Was more than I well could bear. 
There needed no whisper of duty 
To summon me to thy side; 
To dwell near thy soul-stilling beauty,- 
Was a rapture and a pride. 
Often now, when his peace is riven, 
With visions of shame and fear, 
The thought that thou art in heaven, 
Doth thy son’s dark bosom cheer. 


A thousand would call the spot dreary —— 
Where thou takest a long repose: 
But a rude couch is sweet to the weary, 
And a frame that suffering knows. ‘a 
I never rejoiced more sincerely 
Than at thy funeral hour, OMe 
Assured that the one I loved dearly, - 
Was beyond affliction’s power. 
a 3 Ce 


New Association. 

From the (Canton) Day Star, it appea 
the delegates from the Universalist Societie 
St. Lawrence and Franklin counties, N, ¥ 
the adjacent borders of Upper Canada, m 
the 2d inst. at Pottsdam, N. Y. and orga: 
a new association.—The north gives up, | 
south keeps not back,—Rel. Ing. . 


MARRIED, in this City, by Rev. Mr. Dea 
Henry Homer to Miss Susan Wallis Dupee. , 
In Bridgewater, the 20th inst. Rev. Alman 
of Dighton, to Mrs. Abigail Fobes, widow of 
Seth Fobes of Oakham. 


DIED; in this City, Capt. John Thompson 
years, formerly of Deer-Island. 


02For Sale at this Office, ‘The Rights of | 
salists to testify in a Court of Justice, Vin 


